O-HI-O 2008 (Snake Thru The Chaos)
The following pics were taken on the weekend of August 30th at DEVOtional 2008. The events of and surrounding this year’s festivities were, by far, the most memorable yet. On this journey to the annual Spud-family reunion, my wife and I were accompanied by my very good friend and partner Reverend Zepto (although his parents named him Chris). This was the Reverend’s first ever exposure to the world of DEVOted fans and Beautiful Mutants, and he took it like a true Spud. In fact, he was kind enough to help video-document all the stage happenings at DEVOtional.
This time around we met some new-to-DEVOtional Spuds—including Jim Borazo and Rich Anderson, among others—but hung out with many of the ‘regular’ attendees. On our first night in, Michael Pilmer hosted a small gathering in his hotel room, where we traded DEVO-related stories and laughed until the wee hours of the morning. I don’t care how tired you are from travelling, because all that fatigue and jetlag disappears when all us Spuds get together. It really is family. 
Most of our first full day in Cleveland was spent getting ready for the Jocko Dome-o art show (see the Jocko Dome-o report below). Pilmer, She-vo, Rich, Jim, Tom Keirstead, Zepto and my wife were indispensable in helping me keep my sanity that day. If it hadn’t been for them the show wouldn’t have been any kind of success—they were real troopers.
Then came the day of reckoning: DEVOtional ’08! It was great coming back to the Beachland Ballroom, even if they did stop making their Trailer Park Monte Cristos (I had my mouth all set for one, too). But I did manage to make a White Castle run with Professor Von Marko and Paul Kutcher—Rev. Toth Wilder’s friend who came in all the way from Australia. There was the usual reconnecting, much very cool spudwaz and a lot of KRK Ryden artwork…and KRK himself. And I can’t stress this enough: do yourself a favor and introduce yourself to Mr. Ryden if you ever get the chance—he really is one of the nicest guys you’ll ever meet!
And then of course, there was the music. All the acts were awesome this year—Malcolm Tent, Poopy Necroponde’s CLEVO (with an excellent less-heavy-than-usual set) and the Mutant Mountain Boys, who look like they’re just having the best time on stage. But the Spudboys really took the cake this time around with their recreation of the legendary 3-DEVO concert from 1982, complete with (augmented) video background! It was a truly unforgettable spectacle. Then, after the Spudboys’ final salute, it was time to once again say our good-byes. Like DEVO said, “It’s time for all good things to pass away.”
But, only for another year.
Anyway, I hope you enjoy the words-in-pictures report. It’s very therapeutic to put these things together in order to stave off PDDS (Post-DEVOtional Depression Syndrome as we like to call it), but I’ve just started thinking of ideas for things I want to do next year. I’ll have my usual button offerings, but maybe, just maybe, I’ll do something a little more…
Oh, and did I mention that I sang this year?
<link to pictures> 8/30 – DEVOtional ’08 – Snake Thru The Chaos
The following is a small collection of images used in promoting this year's event. Included are alternate logos and ticket designs, promo pieces and such.
<link to pictures> DEVOtional ’08 Scrapbook
